What is ACCESS?
ACCESS is the acronym for the skills that all k-12 students need to be able to learn and demonstrate from a transformed k-12 school counseling program.                                        Academic development
Career development
College/post-secondary education
Emotional/personal development
Social/cultural development
Skills
(Chen-Hayes, 2010)
What is TACKLE?
The acronym TACKLE was created by Stuart Chen-Hayes (Professor at Lehman College) to succinctly describe the specific skills that NCTSC-companion institution programs seek to develop in their school counseling candidates.  
Teaming and collaboration… 
Advocacy for every student…
Culturally competent counseling and coordination… 
Knowledge and use of technology…
Leadership to close gaps…
Equity assessment using data…
(Chen-Hayes, 2010)
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Where can I go to find more information? Here are some suggested sites: 
www.edtrust.org www.collegeboard.com www.nacacnet.org www.schoolcounselor.org www.pta.org    www.arisparentlink.org www.schools.nyc.gov 
CASA Middle School 462x      

3441 Steenwick Avenue                 Bronx, NY 10475                        (718)794-7970 ext. 6025
 LSilverman6@schools.nyc.gov KMaddox@schools.nyc.gov TWalton@schools.nyc.gov 
www.schoolcounselor462@ weebly.com
School                          Counseling                      Program                                        @ CASA Middle School 462x
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"School Counselors manage the school counseling program and ensure effective strategies are employed to meet stated student success and achievement.  The school counselor provides proactive leadership, which engages all stakeholders in the delivery of activities and services to help students achieve success in school. School counselors provide direct services to every student.(ASCA National Model, 2005).
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Students and schools benefit from certified school counselors and programs:

What is a School Counseling Program (SCP)?  A school counseling program is comprehensive in scope, preventative in design, and developmental in nature.  School counseling programs are designed to ensure that every student receives the program benefits.  The ASCA National Model:  A Framework for School Counseling Programs, recommends the majority of the school counselors time be spent in direct service to all students so that every student receives maximum benefits from the program.  (Hatch & Bowers, 2005).

What is the role of the School Counselor?  Professional school counselors are certified/licensed educators with a minimum of a master’s degree in school counseling making them uniquely qualified to address all students’ academic, personal/social and career development needs by designing, implementing, evaluating and enhancing a comprehensive school counseling program that promotes and enhances student success. (schoolcounselor.org). 
What is Transforming School Counseling? The National Center for Transforming School Counseling (TSC) works with a network of organizations, state departments of education, school counselor professional associations, higher education institutions, and school districts dedicated to transforming school counselors into powerful agents of change in their schools and in the lives of students. By arming school counselors with the data and knowledge to help schools raise achievement and close gaps, TSC takes school counselors from the margins to the mainstream of the mission of schools—preparing all students for access and success in a wide array of postsecondary options. (www.edtrust.org/dc/tsc) 
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“ASCA's National Model for School Counseling Programs is the ultimate tool in helping us all to be on the same page, doing the best for students." (ASCA National Model, 2005).
There are four quadrants in The ASCA National Model: Accountability, Foundation, Management System, and Delivery System.  To learn more about ASCA, please visit our website or go to www.schoolcounselor.org 

Gaps:
ACHIEVEMENT GAPS- The difference in academic performance between groups of K-16 students when data is disaggregated by cultural variables including ethnicity/race, gender, social class, disability, language, sexual orientation, gender identity/ expression, etc .  All K-16 schools have achievement gaps. 

OPPORTUNITY GAPS—The difference in resources given to K-16 students in quality of instruction, teachers, honors/AP/IB curriculum,  school/college counseling program with specific ACCESS/academic, career, and college competencies,  high expectations, and opportunities that impact who graduates from college and accesses the widest range of careers paying a living wage. 
ATTAINMENT GAPS—the difference in who receives college diplomas and who does not based on disaggregated data by ethnicity/race, gender, social class, disability, language identities, sexual orientation/gender identity/expression, etc.
FUNDING GAPS—the difference in dollars per student spent on education in poor versus wealthy districts, which increases the likelihood of the other three gaps for students who are living in poor and working class neighborhoods.
(Sources: Chen-Hayes, 2010)

